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S. Maheshwari, 
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Dear children, 

Blessed are the parents who have a teenage son or daughter who cun attend to.a 
dripping tap or a blinking tube light. 11 is so costly ro call in an electrician or a 
plumber these days. You may have to shell outa full day's wage for an hour's work! 

Expenses apart, a young person should be trained to pinpoint a trouble spot in a 
seooter or a car and to take care of some minor repair in the water pump oF motor 

“Don't touch it?” "You don't know anything!” "You'll further damage it!” — 
These are the usual orders passed on youngsters by parents in mast homes, 





When 1 was a student, the school librarian 
would not allow me to take home any book! 
"Then what are libraries for?” Lasked, and pat 
came the reply: “Mind your own business; 1 
know what I'm doing!" 

Thad to struggle with the help of my father 
to change this system, but it changed only for 
‘me at the personal assurance of my father, that 
the books will be returned without the slightest 
damage, Other students were denied this facility 
of taking books home! 

Things might have changed with regard 1 
libraries these days, but I'm sure that even now 
children are not encouraged to do manual work, 
Text books...! Text books... And perhaps some cricket and T.V. viewing in the evenings 
— children don't have time for anything else! 





E,ucation has to be revolutionised. Dismantle a motor car and reassemble it 
with the help of your friends; find out the defect in a radio or a television set and 
rectify it. These and such other physical-cum-mental exercises should form part of 
the high school curricula 

What a Japanese or German boy can do, our boys can do better Given the 
opportunity they'll prove it 


Love 
ee 

Vago _— 
‘Ofall created things the loveliest, — 


And most divine are children. K. Rajendran, 
— William Canton Editor 
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The article on snakes (Nov. 98) was 

good. It helped me participate in acom- 

petition. lam taking notes for the com- 

petition. 

M.S. Subramaniyan, VIIA, 

S.LB., Nagercoil. 

Thank you for publishing my story 

in Nov, "98 issue, Iwas in VI std, when 

I sent my story, How should we send 

ina serial? Should we spitit into parts 
or give the whole story? Should 





Dear Varuna, 
Your sister had probably not sent in 
alt the details like her age and class or 
her school’s name. Or the sketch was 
not upto the mark, Ask her to try again, 
Uniless your contributions are accom- 
panied by a stamped envelope we are 
not in a position to return your contri- 
butions. 
~ Editor 


LETTER BOX 


‘we write ‘story so far’ for the 
chapters? 

N. Ajay, PSBBSSS, 

chennai, 


Dear Ajay, 

You must send in your serial 
in full, Mark the chapters. ‘Story 
so far’ is not necessary. Please 
include your name, class, 
school’s name and your complete 
house address. 








- Editor 


Tam a new reader. Recently my sis- 
ter sent a sketch to you. You neither 
rejected it nor did you publish it 

‘Why don’t you publish science fic- 
tion stories and pictures of "Titanic"? 
Gokulam is a treasure, 


D. Varuna, 
Std. VI, KV, Coimbatore. 
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Not ‘gangs’! 


1 don’t agree with Shriya Durai’s 
views on boys (Sept. "98). 

Gokulam should not publish items 
that insult boys or girls, Boys can 
Jaugh, talk, love silence, wear a unique 
dress and boys can move together and 
not become a gang. 

Shyam Natarajan, age 10, 
Carman Trails Elementary 
School, Missouri, USA. 

3 


ing Jayabalan had called all 
his ministers for a meeting. 
He had wished to discuss 


with them some schemes that would 
please the people of the country. 

Ever since a politician called 
Dasanudasan had visited Jayabal 
pore and talked about the various 
populist programmes in his own 
country, the king was keen on intro 
ducing a few such in Jayabalpore. 

‘Your majesty" said Varisumai 
the finance minister, “these schemes 
never do any good to the really 
poor." 


But his majesty wishes to 








do something for the people” said 
Sigainasam, the home minister, 
glancing at the king for approval. 
The king beamed at him. 

We should give our people good 
education and opportunities for 
work" said Arivili, the education 
minister. “Anything given free will 
not be appreciated. 








Ayalaan, the minister for foreign 
affairs, spoke up: “Your majesty, | 
have visited many countries including 
Dasaruidasan's. These welfare sche: 
mes are just a waste of money. As! 
said earlier, in Dasanudasan’s coun 
try they gave raincoats to the farmers 
though it is a hot and dry country, 





“And umbrellas to the police- 
man" said Tholaipesi, the minister 
for communications, 

‘Protection for the police” said 
Ganabadi, the mihjster for heavy 
industry, chuckling until his enor 
mous paunch quivered and jigaled. 


he king sat glumly, cupping his 
chin in his palm. Seeing him 
that way, the ministers knew they 





had to do something td please him 
5 “We can try out some 
scheme in a small way" 






said Ayalaan. 
“Without too much 
expenditure” said Vari- 
sumai 
“Let us do some 
thing for the Vedars” 
said Sigainasam. 


Bae The Vedars were 


Ag 





an utterly backward tribe living in a 
forest near-the capital city. 

“For a start, let us announce a 
small gift to all the Vedars" suggested 
Ayalaan. 

“That will cost too much" said 
Varisumai 

How about a gift only for the 
Vedar children?" Arivili said 

“Let 

twelve 


t's make it children below 
said Ayalaan. 











“How many Vedar children below 
twelve will be there?” Varisumai 
asked. 

“Maybe two thousand’ said Sigat 
nasam, 

‘So let's gift each of these chil- 
dren something worth five jaybees” 
said Varisumai. The Jaybee was the 
currency of Jayabalpore 

“We could mint new coins worth 
five jaybees each” said Sigainasam. 


si 


“That’sa good idea” said the king. Sigainsam 
gave him an oily grin. 

“On one side of the coin will be the profile of 
his majesty” said Solmannan, the minister for 
publicity. “On the other side we will have the 
date and an inscription — ‘A gift from king 
Jayabalan’.”” 


the king grinned broadly. 
‘Of course, the coins will be given away by 
his majesty” said Sigainsam. The royal grin 
broadened further. 

“Make the necessary arrangements” said the 
king grandly. 

It was announced that on New Year's Day all 
Vedar children below twelve who could come to 
the forest bungalow between 9 am and 12 noon 
would be given a freshly minted coin worth five 
jaybees. 

‘On that day about 2500 coins were placed in 
a welk-polished brass vessel near the front door 
of the forest bungalow. A police party was 
stationed there to quard the money and maintain 
order. 

But the king and his ministers had failed to 
assess the cunning of the masses. Days before 
New Year day, children came pouring in from 
all parts of the country, pretending to be Vedar 
children. All they had to do was dirty themselves 
a bit and tousle their hair to pass off as Vedars. 

Some of them were put up in Vedar houses 
on a prospective profit-sharing basis. Others 
camped outdoors. 

As the first day of the year dawned, hordes of 
little children swarmed up to the forest bungalow. 
The arrangement was that they should enter the 
compound through one gate, go up to the front 
steps, collect the coin from the king and go out 





through the other gate. 


xactly at 9am the 

king and his 
ministers arrived. 
Trumpets were blown, 
drums were beaten and 
the crowd that had 
gathered there cheer- 
ed. 

Suddenly a group of, 
\Vedars appeared on the 
scene and started pro- 
testing. “Unfair to us” 
they shouted, “What 
about us childless 
couples?” some 
women shrieked. The 
childless Vedars chant- 
ed and stomped 
about until the = 








police dispersed them with a mild 
lathicharge 

The moment the gates were 
opened, a multitude of children in 
rags jostled about in a long queue 
The first child reached the steps and 
received the coin from the king 
There was thunderous applause 

Three hours later the crowd had 
not diminished, ‘They were still com 
ing. But now many of them were 
breathless. This was because of a 
plan the Vedars had worked up 
Why should a child be content with 
just one coin, they reasoned. By 
running like mad through the exit 
gate, going round the bungalow 





through the forest and appearing 
again at the entrance gate one could 
gain several coins. 


the Vedar parents were lined 

along the route to encourage 
their little ones in deceiving the state. 
Some parents even carried their 
children and ran through the forest 
upto the entrance gate. 

‘At 12 noon the crowd was still 
the same. They were coming in 
great groups eagerly. The coins had 
run out twice. 

“There are more Vedar children 
than we thought there 
were’ said the king 

“Send 


for more 
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coins” Solmannan shouted for the 
third time. 


Sigainasam went dashing off ina 
chariot, accompanied by Dhoppai 
and Thonthi, the chief and the 
deputy chief of police respectively. 

‘A fresh stock of coins was brought 
for the third time and distributed, and 
still the crowd of children was un- 
diminished. 

The fresh stock of coins vanished 
‘in no time, 

“Promise them something else" 
Ayalaan whispered to Sigainasam. 

“Your majesty, let's give them idlis 
and dosais” said Sigainasam. 


the king made the announce- 
ment. 

The Vedar parents shouted in 
protest 

“Do you want idlis or don't you?” 
Varisumai asked sternly. 

“How many idlis?” the Vedars 
asked. 
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“Say, five each” said Sigainasam., 

“That is not a correct exchange 
rate" the Vedars grumbled, 

“That is all you get” Varisumai 
snapped. “Take it or leave it.” 

“All right, bring them” shouted 
the Vedars. 

And so for the next half an hour 
idlis arrived in a steady stream, All 
the idli shops in town did roaring 
business that day. At one o'clock 
that afternoon the gift session was 
declared closed. 

“This has been a very bad day 
for the treasury” Varisumai sighed. 

“Increase some taxes,” Sigaina- 
sam suggested 

And that is what they had to do. 

But the king was happy. “We cer- 
tainly satisfied the Vedars” he said. 

“We had a great time" the Vedars 
said. “Maybe next year we can get 
a little more out of the king.” 

And that was that. 


JANAKAN 
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™* HALF-BROTHER 


ing Vikram of Vishalapuri was 

very happy. He ruled his king- 
dom Wisely and his subjects adored 
him, 

He married the neighbouring 
king's daughter, Satyavati. Satyavati 
was a beautiful princess. But, she 
died after giving birth to a boy. He 
was named Satyavrat. 

king Vikram realised that he was 
incapable of bringing up the boy all 
by himself. So, he decided to marry 
again. He married the daughter of 
the king of Viratpur. The princess of 





Viratpur was called Mandakini. 
Mandakini was very beautiful too. 

‘Soon, Mandakini gave birth to a 
son. He was named Rajiv. Rajiv 
adored his half-brother. But 
Mandakini did not ike Satyavrat and 
Rajiv playing together. Often she 
would warn Rajiv not to play with 
Satyavrat. 

‘One day King Vikram fell il. He 
never recovered {rom his illness, On 
his deathbed, he called his wife 
Mandakini to him and asked her to 
make a promise. 

He said Mandakini should crown 
Satyavrat as the next king, The 





queen promised that she would 
crown her son as the next king, King 
Vikram was pleased that the queen 
considered Satyavrat too as her son, 
‘Soon, the king died. 


IX D, KV No. 1, 


few days after King Vikram's 

death, Satyavrat was sum- 
moned to Mandakini’s chamber, 
Mandakini told him, "You are the 
‘crown prince. | think there is a plot to 
Kill you. So, you must sleep in my 
chamber. | am worried about your 
lite.” 

Satyavrat agreed to the sugges- 
tion. That night when Satyavrat pre- 
pared to go to sleep in the queen's 
chamber, he had a visitor. It was 
Rajiv. Rajiv said, “I will sleep in my 
mother's chamber. You may sleep in 
my chamber.” Satyavrat then went 
10 Rajiv's chamber while Rajiv slept 
in the queen's bed. 

When everything was silent, 
Mandakini_ entered her chamber. 
She was pleased to see that 
Satyavrat was sleeping. She 
stabbed the sleeping form with a 
dagger until she was certain that he 
was dead 

When she was certain that he was 
dead she removed the covers. Toher 
shock she found Rajiv lying dead in 
a pool of blood. 

‘Though she wept bitterly she could 
‘not undo the damage she had done. 

Satyavrat was crowned the king. 
The queen spent the rest of her life 
alone in the palace tower. 

R. Sushma, Vil Std, Holy Christ 
‘School, Bangalore 
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le juice. Pour into tall 


glasses and decorate with 


grapes. 


Preethi Prabhakaran, 






ibes. 
Mix into this mixture the 


tomatoes. Filter the juice. filtered, carrot and tomato 


Blend in mango pulp, grapes, juice. 
‘Add lemon squash and 


ice cul 
pineapp! 
Chennai 


jixi carrots and 


Blend in a mi 


Method 
orange segments, sugar and 





FRUIT DELIGHT 


orange seg- 





BUDDING CHEF 











1 cup - chopped carrots and 
1 tbsp - lemon squash 


¥4 cup - black grapes 
Ice cubes. 


You need 
ments and sugar. 


pinapple juice 
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me. They said they hadn't, The pen 
PEN was new and quite expensive too. 
in VIT Std. when [Was (00 upset to enjoy classes 





n= 











this happened. Itwas All that day. Finally when I returned 
Fool's Day. We home, I saw my pencil box and pen 
( played wicks on 
\ friends until classes 
began The 
r teacher wrote out 









some formulae on 

AL. the black board 

f and asked us to 
copy them down. 


ll T searched for gu 
I | imide my bag To 23 
— 


lying on the dining table. Iwas very 
relieved 


Vinu Mehta, VIIID, 
BHEL Mat. Trichy. 








| “ 
| by cockroaches and mos. 
Zi quitoes 
NAY. this time father called 
in the pest control people 
P| aicr the rains had 
,, 





pellentsa 
That eventog. as 1 was 
| working out problems, I 

noticed son crawl 
upmyleg, [screamed and 
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jumped on to the table, It was a 
cockroach. 

My father picked up the cockroach 
by its antennae and threw it out. My 
father called up the pest control 
people again, This time they sprayed 





cockroach repellents, Since then 
cockroaches don't swarm our house. 
Still, T often wish we never had cock- 
roaches in this world! 

GC. Reena, Std. VIII, 
Sri B.S. Mootha Girls SSS, Chennai 








ANTS IN PANTS 


My 13 year-old brother and 1 
once visited tHe baker’s shop near my 
house. My brother bought a few sip- 
upsand put them into his pocket. We 
paid for our shopping and ran home 
so that the sip-ups wouldn't melt. 
suddenly noticed that my brother's 
pants were wet, The sip-ups had melt- 
ed. The next day when my mother 
picked up his shorts for washing she 
found it was full of She ‘d 
for an explanation, 

We told her, She reprimanded us 

ly. My brother also got a 























slap. 


S. Saritha, VB, 
oly Angels, Trivandrum 











Twas in Std. 1V then. ttwas a 
winter evening, A power cut was 
on, My friend was standing near a 
man with a scooter in front of my 
house. [ thought the man with the 
scooter was my brother, Tran up 
to him and put my arm on his 
shoulder. Justas I called out, 
“brother”, the lights came on. T 
was taken aback to find a stranger: 
My friend had a hearty laugh. 

V. Sirisha, Std. VIII, 


Model Mission HS, 

Secunderabad 

Dea Sirisha, pl. send in your house 
adds 
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A brilliant 
mathematician 
Archimedes spent 


most of his life in 
his native town, 
Syracuse, Although 
he became famous 
for the war engines 
he designed tohelp 
his king defend 
Syracuse against 
the Romans, he rightly attached more 
mportance to his work in geometry and 
hydrostatics. According to astory, king 
Hiero asked Archimedes to find out 





whether his crown was of pure gold 
throughout, or whether it contained 


some silver alloy. 


Henry Ford 


This American industrialist orgi 
nated mass production 
Born on a farm, he became 
at 15, an apprentice in a Detroit 
machine shop. In 1892 he built his first 
car. He eventually developed the 
famous Model T, of which he manu- 
factured over 15 million between 1908 
and 1927. In 1913 he introduced the 
first assembly line in his factory 
Although most people thought that a 
car was merely a luxury, Ford proved 
that his production and sales methods 
could bring the price down to every 
one’s reach, However, Ford lost his 
lead in the car industry to General 


‘Soon after, Arc 


modern 
methods. 
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medes was stepping into a bath, and 
noticed the over-flow of water. It 
occured to him that he could measure 
the difference in the overflow caused 
bby immersing separately the crown, and 
equal weights of gold and silver, either 
of which would have a different volume. 





Motors, because he failed to see in time 
the advantage of several important 
improvements such as hydraulic brakes 
and gearshift 








J. Disney 














Clues down 

2, Currency of Japan (3) 

3, Currency of Iraq (5) 
4. A punctuation mark (5) 
10, Pinch or press hard 

(3) 

V. Suchitra, Std IX, 
Christ High School, 
Bangalore 


ANIMAL 

PUZZLE 

Can you find the 17 
animals hidden here? 









































olve the grid using the fol- 
lowing clues. 


Clues across 


4. Gift of Nile (5) 
5. A pronoun (2) 

6. A preposition (2) 

7. Texture with meshes (3) 

8. Friend (3) 

9. Article (2) 

11, Opposite of ‘Yes’ (2) 

12, Subject of conversation (5) 
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N. Kasthurl and S, Maithili 
Std Vil, New Delhi 
(Dear Kasturi, pl 


CAR’ PUZZLE 


Fin the fttowing words stating with 
the eters CAR with the help of the clues 
1. An indoor game : Car__(3) 





ga 
3< 
$s 

& 











Floor covering : Car__ (3) 
Knitted sweater : Car___(5) 
House on wheels : Car___(4) 





Abox : Car__(3) 
Person who works with wood: 
Car. ©) 


Answers on pg.69 
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7. Merry festival: Car. 6) 
8, A funny drawing : Car__(4) 
9. Rabbit's favourite food : Car__(3) 
10, Dead body of an animal 
Car___(4) 
11, Type of pudding : Car__ (4) 
12, Occupation or profession : Car__(3) 
P.Vinutha, age 12, 
‘St.Mary's Convent HS, Raichur 


SPACE SCIENCE 
Quiz 





‘Whois the father of 
space science? 

‘Who waste frst man 
toreach the moon? 

Who was the first 
man to walk in space? 

Which was the first 
animal to reach 
space? 
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Who was the first man to die in 
space? 
Who was the first woman cosmo: 
naut? 
Name the first artificial satellite sent 
to Venus 
Name the robot sent recently to 
Mars. 
J. Fredrick Prashanth, 
Std Vill C, Karaikudi. 


NAME THESE PHOBIAS 


Fear of heights 
Fear of blood 

Fear of closed spaces 

Fear of dirt 

Fear of men 

Fear of poison 
Fear of light 

Fear of darkness 

Fear of crossing roads 

Fear of foreigners 

Pear of water 
Fear of god 
Fear of fire 
Fear of women 
Fear of flowers 
Fear of death 

B,J. Ramya, VIl- D, 

VVSGC School, Bangalore 














UNIVERSE FACTS 


A meteorite in 1954 badly 
bruised a woman in Albama, 
USA, 

Halley's comet is seen after 
every 76 years in the sky. 

‘The sun is a5 billion year old 
stan. 

109 earths side by side would 
fit the diameter of the sun, 

M. Mithun, age 9, Chinmaya 
a, Chennai 
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n-yearold boy. Both 

my parents work. ‘The school was 

closed for summer, Twas reading a 

book in my room when I heard some 
vessel erin the kitchen. 

Tran to the kitehen to find our the 
reason. A kitten had sipped up all che mile 
from a vessel placed on the platform. 

T advanced cowards the kitten. ‘The 
kitten backed away in fear, I decided to 
befriend it. I placed some milk in a saucer 
before it, The kitten drank the milk 
thiestily 

purted softly. I took it in my hands, 
I was pleased with myself. I had some~ 
‘one to play with now, 

That evening when 

my parents re- cured 
home I showed them 
the kitten, 
My parents were 
not very pleased with 
my decision to keep the 
kitcen. Lalso xot scold 
ced for giving it milk, 

T wondered what to 
do with the kitten, My 





{ friend Prashanth and I spent the 



































evenings in the park near my 
house. Prashanth had a dog for 
pet. 


inced my parents that 

jed a pet to keep me 
ven my friend 

Prashanth had a pet. My 

parents finally agreed. 

yamed che kitten, Kitty. 

dT had a wonderful 


1 


company, 











= On day Kitty suddenly 

vanished. When I woke 

up in the i she was not on the rug 

she usually slepe on, [tried co trace het 
out, Buc co no avail 

Twas very upset, Why did Kitty run 











Thad my br 
morning pottering around the garden, 
Had he been taken away by someone? 
There was a terrible screech of tyres 
and I turned to see Kitey dashing across 


kfast and spent the 





the road towards our compound gate. Ins- 
tinctively the driver of the car had applied 
the brakes and the screeching sound was, 
followed by a loud thud since the car 
following, collided with the one in front. 


I rushed to gather Kitty in my arms. 
thanking god for her miraculous 
escape, At the same time I was terribly 
afraid that both car owners were going to 
blame Kitty for the accident. 

T watched nervously but much to my 
surprise Uncle Robie and two policemen 
jumped out of the second car and rushed 
towards the first. In no time at all, the 
three persons in the first ear were nabbed 
and hand cuffed. 

Uncle Robie was a Police Superinten- 
dent and a close friend of my father. He 
explained that he had been chasing the 
‘occupants of the car in front who had 
‘committed a bank robbery. 

"Thanks to Kitty" he said, with a 
broad grin, “we were able to attest them. 
Not that the burglars had any compassion, 
for the cat. It was an automatic reflex 
action which made the driver of the firs 
vehicle apply the brakes! 


H; fished out a fifty rupee note. 

uy Kitty a basket where he can 
make his bed and also some milk 
biscuits.” 

‘That evening I narrated the whole 
episode to my father. “Kitty is indeed a 
brave pet” he said, and stroked her head. 
Tknew then that had the whole hearted 
consent of my parents to keep Kitty with 
me in our house. 


R. Vishwanathan, IX, 
St. Patrick's HS, Secunderabad, 


'ETPALS 
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ate with 


you 


Heres a wonderful erick Take your friend 
near a calendar Ask him or her to take any 
four numbers from the calendar. He can 
choose any 4 numbers. But they must form a 





19) or (56,1213) etc 

Tell him to add all the four numbers and 
sive you the result. Now you can find the four 
‘numbers chosen by him! 

















“Tricks. Divide the result by 4 and substract 
4 from it You get the first number: Automati- 
cally you will get the next number (because it 
will be the next date). Since a week consists 
(of seven days add 7 to both the numbers, 

(cq) M your friend chooses the numbers 
1.2839 in his mind, by adding them he gives 
you the result s 20 (1+2+8#9 = 20). 

20/4 = 5 (dividing by 4) 

54 = 1 (Substracting 4 from it) 

You get the first number Which is | 
the next number is .(Which is the nu 
‘next to |). Now add 7 to both number 
(147=8, 2479) 

Therefore you can tell him that the num 
bers chosen were 1.2.89. 
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TEEN DREAMS 








Teenage years ae 
wonder years. It is the 
time of decisions. Its the time we 
decide to make our life worthwhile. 
Our experiences determine what 
we make of our lives in future. 





best to fall back on our parents and 
ask for their advice, They may yell 
at us for wearing a short skirt to 
college but they do know what they 
are talking about. But then we are 


20 


not teenagers if we don’t end up 
sporting a garish earring in one ear 
and none in the other. 

The next time we begin an ar- 
gument about our dress-codes, let 
us remember our parents too were 
teenagers once, 

Priyanka Joseph, 
age 13, 
Sacred Heart Mat., 


“0 


MOVIE MANIA 


les amazing how mov 
les can make youngsters 
go crazy over them. My 
classmate is a die-hard fan 
of Shah Rukh Khan and 





Kajol. She buys up all the audio 
cassettes featuring songs from 
the pair's films. She is now 
on to watching Shah Rukh's 
film, Dil se for the seventh 
time. Students rarely think be- 
fore bunking classes to watch 
their favourite star's film on the 
day the film is released, Films are 
no more a means of mere enter- 
tainment! 

Veena Raj, 

Std. Xil, KV, 

Mumbai. 


CRICKET CRAZE 


A\ man in Pakistan wounded 
his nephew for supporting India 
during a match between India 
and Pakistan. Just over half a 
century ago, India and Pakistan 
were not two countries. Ina 
country where muslims and 
hindus still live as neighbours 
this should not have happened 


The Voyager 


A Portuguese voyager dis- 
proved the common belief that the 
American land mass reached as far 
as the South Pole.Ferdinand 
Megellan found the narrow strait 
between South America and Tiera 
del Fuego, and was the first to ar- 
rive at the Spice Islands (present 
day Indonesia, Borneo etc.), from 
the east. Although Megellan was 
killed, one of his five ships com: 
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Why do territorial passions exist 
when we believe mankind is 
much better evolved than animals 
or birds? 


A, Sathyaveni, 
Std IX A, 
VVNKMEM, VELLORE. 





pleted the first voyage around the 
world by returning to Europe 
across the Indian Ocean and round 
Africa 

Script and Illustration: J. Disney 





tine during their days as 
itis now. They used to wait 
eagerly for holidays. 

Today, however, we 
have assignments and 
project works to do during 
holidays. Holidays mean 
doing school work not at 
school but at home. 

My grandparents recall 
how they had plenty of 
time to spend with their 


friends even on regular 
working days during their child- 
verytime holidays are an- hood. 
nounced | dread them, Our Nowadays we don't even have 
teachers give us so much time to chat with a friend let alone 
homework to do at home during "lax with a book! 











holidays. Prabha Mallya,Std IX, 
My grandparents tell me that St. Mary's H.S., 
school was not as strenuous a rou: Ponda, Goa 





CURB 
EVE- 
TEASERS 


he 
harrasment 
meted 


out to girls when 
they step out of 
home can be 
easily curbed 
One reason for 
eve-teasing 
could be 
iliteracy, 

Another could be 
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ue tr 

Toor 
fe i 
fun 





great 
to be alive. It is best not to look 
at the negative aspects of life. 
Instead of focussing on personal 
problems and miseries we could 
work towards making our life 
worthwhile, 

Disease and hunger 
starvation and deprivation ar 
the lot of many people. 

Should we not learn to live 
happily and help the lesser 
privileged instead of worrying 
over lost opportunie: 

Fatima Kausar Misbah, Std. X-D, 

Stracy Memorial HS, Bangalore. 

















unemployment 

The public and especially 
collage students should be 
educated to tackle the menace. 

Stringent and punitive laws to 
punish culprits can be made. 

Most girls usually respond to 
cat calls and wolf-whistles. If 
they avoid responding to them, 
we will have a lesser number of 
eve-teasers. 

When eve-teasing persists, the 
victim should bring it to the 
knowledge of the parents, 
teachers and the police too, 

R. Mahalakshmi, 
X1-B,Shri B.S. Mootha 
Girls’ SSS, 

Chennai 


z VIEWPOINT 
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COMPLETE 
THE PROVERB 


1, A closed mouth 
2, Blood is thicker 
3. Come uncalled 





4. Dr 
6. Every cloud 


©, Fire and water are good serv: 
7, Give the devil 
BH 


unger break: 
G. Sri Madhura, Std VID, 
Sri Sita Ram 

Vidhyalaya MHSS, Chennai 
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ST YOUR 
MEMORY 


Answer these questions. 
1) How many mushrooms are 
there in the picture? 
2) How many things are kept 
near the pussy cat? 
3) What is the picture drawn in 
the note book? 
4) What kind of tree is found 
in the picture? 
5) How many animals are there 
in the picture? 
6) What is the cat holding in its 
paw? 
Devised by 
J. Rohini Raj, 
ix Std, 


KVIT, 
Chennai 
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KIDS 
STUDENTS 
HOUSEWIVES &,- 
EMPLOYEES 


anybody can learn this 
interesting and useful course 


(Age 6 to 60) 


Come on! Write your address 
and put a 2/-Rs. Stamp inside 
the cover, mail it, for details 


tel 






A.J. ART COURSE 
Meenakshi Apartments 
‘st Gross, Dhandeeswaram, 
Velachery, Chennai - 600 042. 
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FREEDR 
FLASHED 
PAST MAX, 
TOWARDS Tue 
HILL OCK we 


LT MEANS, 
THERE must 
BE SoME- 
THING, 
DEADL; 
Gonaon] 


PICTURES: 
atm 








P'\t's ALREADY TWo MINUTES 


SINCE} STARTED UP 
| THE DEVICE.WE HAVE ony 
3 MINUTES To BR 
AWAY FROM iré Vicinity! 
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he): 
TOWARDS A 


ce there lived in Uto- 

pia a rich man. He 

owned huge orchards of 

apples. A few of the 
man’s friends were planning to visit 
him. The man called his servant to 
him and said, “a few of my friends 
are coming today. We should pro- 
vide them with the best apples of 
‘our farm.” The servant was given 
the job of getting the best apples. 
That evening, the rich man’s friends 
came home. He ordered the serv- 
ant to serve apples to the gath- 
ered friends. The servant did as 
he was bid. One of the guests af- 
ter tasting an apple said, "it doesn't 






ESSAY 





taste good.” 
"Can't you select good apples 

from the farm? You've been work- 

ing there since many years,” the 

rich man scolded the servant. 

' ] ’ | don't know which apple 

tastes good." 
BETTER "Have you 


not tasted one?” 

“Nosir. Ihave 
never tasted the apples from your 
orchard. For you never permitted 
‘me to do so. Nor have | done it with- 
‘out your knowledge,” said the serv- 
ant 

At once one of his friends said, 
“Oh, how faithful and sincere he is. 
He is incorruptible. Nor has he 
cheated you.” : 

‘Once in India too such men ex- 
isted. Today, however, we have a 
New prime minister every year, In- 
dia had made great strides in 
sports and science. The greed for 
money has changed all this. 

Our country’s social and eco- 
nomic development has been ig- 
nored while corruption rules the 
roost, If we gave up greed and the 
desire to make quick money, we 
would be happier. 

Itis in our hands to create a cor- 
rupt free government at least in the 
21st century. 


he servant said, “Sorry sir, 


‘S. Gowri, Std XII, 
BHEL MHSS, Trichy 
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ODE TO A WINDOW 


O window. you are a work of ar. 

You frame moments of beauty 

You are a silent pathway to knowledge, 

You are an altar for thoughts wandering away. 

‘An outlet for pent-up emotions and desires, 

A dream-intensifer 

‘You open out to the world 

You are the reason we see 40 many things. 

You give us a cause 

To divert. to observe, to absorb, 

‘Ta reach out. to enjoy. to adore 

To concentrate, to let aut, to look beyond existence 

In this worl full of arrogance and greed 

‘You show so much for no costae al 

You are a form of simplicity and favour, 

‘You extend that which is already extended 

‘You reveal the world to 2 mind thesting for information. 

| take this opportunity to dedicate my pen to you. 

‘And through you hope to inspire all wanderers beneath you. 

“Their success may pass into oblivion 

But you will always remain to show us the world beyond. 
Rohini Rajan, Std. Xil, Sacred Heart Girls’ Schoo}, Chennai 
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HER HRND~ 


Wity DOTHEY 
Do THIS 


70 CONTINUE... 
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SNIPPETS 





AGAINST THE LAW 


Tohave a dog as apet in oe- 
land is against the law. In Swe- 





den to train a seal to balance a 
ball on its nose is against the law. 

In Paoy Pet in Kampuchea it is 
against the law to tell a child to 
go to bed. 

In Argentina fans cannot yell at 
the umpire at a soccer game, It 
is against the law. 


BANYAN TREE 


A\ banyan tree spreading 
over 1.02 hectares has been 
found in Udaipur district of 
Rajasthan. 

The canopy of the tree extends 





to 117 mts. Scientists 
are trying to assess 
the tree's age. 





SUMO WRES- 
TLER’S LUNCH 





Sumo wrestier Takamisugi 
of Japan eats about 29 pounds 
of beef in one sitting - that's 
about 116 hamburgers. This 
monster muncher stops eating 
only when his jaw gets tired and 
not ever because he is full 


MATCHSTICK HOUSE 


DF. Anis ahmed saiti 
of Amfoha, UP used 70,000 
matchsticks to make a replica of 
the parliament house. The 75 cm 
high structure is topped 
with a twinkling red 
bulb. Each chamber 
has a light for illu- 
mination. The 
Indian flag 
made from 
audio cas- 
settle tape 
completes 
the rep- 
tica. 
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gas.lt bursts into flame. People 
gather in April and Octaber to of- 
fer prayers and milk. 






RICKSHAW 

RACE 
Chand Mohammed of 

Varanasi, UP won a ‘rickshaw race’ 

held to commemorate India's 50th 

Independence day. The race waS- HIGHEST GURUDWARA 

held by a local club. 

His prize was a new rickshaw. 
Chand Mohammed doesn't have to 
share his earnings with the owner 
of his borrowed vehicle anymore. 









The world's highest altitude 
gurudwara is on the banks of a lake 
in the Himalayas. 

Situated at a height of 5, 160 

metres, the Gurusangurar 
Gurudwara Saheb has been 
A built by the jawans and offic- 
inne Boleyn, ers of a Punjab regiment bat- 
the second wife talion. 
of English King Gurunanak is believed to 
Henry VIII, had have visited this place on his 
six fingers on %L7 return journey from Tibet. 
‘one hand. Suresh K. Anjum, 


Calcutta, 
TEMPLE OF 

FIRE 
Jiaiamukhi temple in Kangra 
valley does not have an idol. In- 
stead in the centre of the pit inside 
the temple is a rock which has 
cracks. Gas escapes through 

these cracks. 
A priest applies a match to this 


IMBLE FINGERS: 
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THE HERMIT AND THE HUNTER 


Retold by KOLAR KRISHNA IYER 
stration : SASL 





hi [Sage Satyanandan lived on the] 
banks of river Ganges. He never 
uttered ale 





























\\ 

. \ = 
[One day — 

) 
Fhe hunters arrow bit the 

Z f wounded pig ran fer ts He 
[The pig took refoge behind te] Tie sage had seen a wild pig hide 
ermine of Sage Satyanandn [bekind the hermitage, 




















Thnow you 

Gays speak the truth 

(0, sage tell me did you 
‘eet wild pig.come 
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[The hunter et disappointed, 




















Sage satyanandan had saved a pig ror 
en death ard had ot shee ae 
either 
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* Slomps brought 
people closer 








hen were mu 
first play 
Conches were p 





bably the first 





musica 
ments hav 





nents were made from, 


uch as wood and mud 








ghtly strung metal string was 
pulled the twang set off a series of 


Tedy. lantems are usotut only when fae 
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notes, 





This was idea enough for a 

musical instrument to be made 

When was Jazz first playe 
‘Jazz’ emerged in the beginning 

]] of the 20th century, Black musicians 
are believed to have begun this style 
of music, By the start of the 1900s, 
a distinct type of music had deve 
loped in New Orleans in Lousiana 

The early leaders of “jazz” music 
were trumpeters, including Louis 
Armstrong, 

‘When were postay 
use 
Adhesive postage stamps we 
first used in Britain in 1840, Stamps 
made it easier and cheaper for people 
to send letters 

In the early 1800s Row! and Hill 
felt that it would save time if letters 
‘could be sent any distance for a fixed 
charge, In 1840 the ‘penny post” was 
first used 


* Music hos he power fo heal 







The sender bought a postag 
stamp and pasted it on the letters 

When did electricity come into 
our homes? 

On 12 January, 1882, electricity 
‘was supplied for public consumption 
in London. AL first, the supply was 
limited, 

‘The service improved and before 
Jong, many miles of wire were co 
necting homes to the electricity 
power station. Today everi batteries 
aand generators ate used to supply 
electricity. 





Std. VIII, 
Mangalore 
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Navin Prabhu, 
VID, St. Aloysius, Mangalore 


Anita Kumaran Mat. School, 


R. Abarna, VIII, 
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4 
5 
= 
< 
3 
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anas, W.Bengal. 


Bangalore 
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PERSONALITY 


 C.V, Raman, India’s first 

nobel prize winning scientist 

‘was born in the non-descript 

town of Tiruvanaikkaval near 

Tiruchirapalli. Raman’ father was 
a high school teacher. 

Raman had his schooling in 
Vishakapatnam. He joined Presi- 
dency College in Madras (Chennai) 
in 1903 after winning a scholarship. 
He stood first in the B.A, degree 
exams in 1904, He won gold medals 
in physics and english. 

His teachers advised him to 
pursue higher studies in 
England. The doctors, how- 
ever, declared that he was not 
fit enough to withstand the 
rigours of the English climate, 
Raman dropped the idea of 
travelling to England, He com- 
pleted his M.A. in 1907 at the age of 
18, He topped his class again with 
record marks. 

Even as a boy Raman showed a 
deep interest in science books far in 
advance of his syllabus. His first 
research paper was published in the 
prestigious journal, Philosophical 
Magazine (London) in 1906 








Jed him to the Indian Association for 
Cultivation of Science. This asso- 
ciation provided assistance for con- 
ducting experiments. Raman spent 
most of his time at the association. 

His enthusiasm was noticed by 
Calcutta University’s Vice Chan- 
cellor. In 1917 when Raman was 
offered the professorship of physics, 
Raman switched jobs. The teaching 
profession would fetch him only 
one-fifth of his salary at the pre- 
vious job. 

The Royal Society of London 


MY STRESK 


conferred on Raman the distinction 
of “Fellow of Royal Society” in 1924, 
Raman often wondered why the 
sky looked blue, He wondered why 
the sea looked blue. He refused to 
toe the line that the sea reflected the 
sky's colour, His research in this 
direction lead to the setting up of 
the Raman Research Institute. He 
invested all his life savings for the 
development of this institute 











Q + Whol de you call the man who owns lols 
cf cows in Arabia? 


A: The Milk Sheikh! 


Qs What do you do wilh 0 group of sick 
lind? 
A + Gal thon betel! 
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reliance and a little desire for work 
He believed that there 
would be no science in 
India if we continued to 
rely on imported equip- 
ment for research 
work, “Tall it pay’ 
for our ignorance 
nay, paying for our 
incompetence.” 
He died in 1970. 
His mortal remains 
were cremated in the 
pre- mises of Raman Re- 












search Institute as per 
his will 
In his honour the Indian 
government declared February 
28 as Science Day. It was on this 
Maniah wesanratded day he discovered the Raman effect. 
with many honorary degrees He was a keen observer. He 
Hewas conferred the Bharath Ratna loved nature deeply. He was ins- 
in 1954, He advised research scien- _Pited by hissurroundingsand nature. 
tists to develop self-confidence, self- 








Q + Hewcam you receqnise a dequced bree 


A. + Byits bark! (woe! woof!) 


Q + Whal do misers de during o cold 
September? 
A: Sit arcund a condle! 

Preeti Ramachandran, age 13, Bohroin 
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/OR-TIGER, A LION FRom 
ANOTHER PART OF THE TUNGLE 
Gia COME TO THESE PARTS 


APRAID?.WA HALAL AMY] ONLY THE OTHER NS 
A TIGER. 1AM AFRAID ANIMALS ARE: ‘Area 

OF NO ANIMAL. Sy OFMEL 
aT - 
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HEY TIGER 
(THoveyT you 
WERE AFRAID 
OF NOTHING! 


[CANT You SEE I AM 
BEING CHASED BY A 
SHARN OF Bes YoU 

UMB ELEPHANT! 


NATURE IS FUNNY, 
RUKUS 


Aare Ws GWEN 


‘The TIGER 59 
Muci| STRENGTH AND 
POWER AND YET IT 1S 
AFRAID OF SMALL BEES! 











COLOUR THIS SCENE. 
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GREATEST? 


stone was lying under the shade 

of a tree, It was impressed by 
the tree. The tree helped people 
who rested under it by giving them 
shelter from the sun, It said to the 
tree, “According to me you are the 
greatest."" 

The tree smiled and said, "No, 
little one, 1am not the greatest. The 
sun in the sky is the greatest. It gives 
us light, heat and energy which is 
very important.” 


4% 


I was a scorching day. A little 


The stone called out to the 

sun and said, “Oh big and 
bright sun, you are the 
greatest,” 
Greatly amused, the 
sun replied, "No, no. 1 
am not the greatest. 
“The clouds which block 
my rays are the 
greatest.”” 


called the clouds and praised 
them saying they were the 
greatest. The clouds laughed 
and said, “You may think so. 
But we are not the greatest. 
The winds which can blow us 
away are the greatest.”” 

The stone called out to the 
winds and said, “Indeed you 
are the greatest.” 

The clouds laughed and 
said, “Not at all. We are not 
the greatest because we can 
be stopped by the mountains, 
So they are the greatest." 

‘The mountain on hearing this said 
alittle sadly, "No, my dear stone | 
am not the greatest because | am 
made up of big and small stones like 
you. So you may be the greatest.”” 

After a little thought, the little 
stone came to the conclusion that 
no one in the whole world was great 
except god who had created 
everyone, 

G. Vivek, age 13, 
IES School, Mumbai 
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111889, the French govern- 

ment, decided to build a 

|| symbolic structure to mark 
{, the centenary of the 

=—* French revolution. For 

this purpose the famous bridge 

engineer, Alexandre Gustave 

Eiffel was chosen, He designed 

an exquisite 300m. (984. ft) 

high tower of open-lattice 

wrought iron. It was named af- 

ter him. 

The tower was constructed 
in a short span of 17 months 
and 2 days. It was com- 
pleted on 31 March, 1889. 

_ {twas a revolution in civil 
engineering and archi- 
tectural design. 

The tower's base 
occupies two acres 
of land and has 
four semicircular 
arches. It is fitted with elevators 
Ithas 1792 steps. It weighs about 
7000 tons. From atop the tower 
‘one can have a bird's eye view 
upto 75 km. 

The Eiffel tower remained the 
tallest until the completion of the 
Crysler building in New York in 
1930. In 1909, a radio antenna was 





fitted atop the tower increasing its 
height to 1053 feet (321 m). 
Today it also serves asa televi- 
sion transmitter. It is a popular tour- 
ist spot and symbol of freedom, 
determination and achievement. 


Some tall, free - standing struc- 
tures are - 
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1. The Petronas Tower 
Lampur 1,483 ft 

2. Empire State Building : New 
York, 1,478 ft 

3. World Trade Centre 
York, 1,352 ft 

4. Tokyo Tower : Tokyo 1,093 ft 

5. Eiffel Tower ; Paris 1,053 ft 


Kuala 


New 


C.E. Divya Santoshi, 
Std IX C, 

KVIISC, 

Bangalore 

C.K. Gopalakrishnan, 
age 14, 

St. John’s School, 
Chennai 
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THE FREE | ssetenssc scorn 
COCONUT 0 ie 




























Retold by: 
B.VS. Manideep, 
VIL Std, Space Central 
School, 
Sullurpeta, 
Vm thirsty, 
MAHESH Tthave a 




















Won't you give 
me for 
two rupees? 






does a tender 
coconut cost? 




















if you walk 

* mile from here 

you will get it for 
two rupees. 






Two rupees, two 
rupees. One coconut 
for two rupees. 





If you walk 
further on you will 
get it for one rupee. 





/Karamchand walked on. 














Karamchand walked on. 
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| He came across a tender 
coconut vendor, 





Instead of giving me 50 paise you 
camvelimb up the tree and pluck a 
coconut free of cost. 


Tai’ 
up the tree 
and pluck 
a coconut. 








‘Accoconut 
at last! 





But as he reached up towards a 
bunch of coconuts... 
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TEACHER'S PROE 


(The bell rings. A teacher enters 
the class.) 
Students : Good morning, ma'm. 
‘Teacher : Good morning children. 
ke your seats 
Students : Thank you, ma'm 
‘Tea: Have you learnt what [taught 
you yesterday? 

Students : Yes ma'm. 

Tea.:O.K. Letme test youall. Tell 
me who is a carpenter? 

‘One student : Ma'm, I know it. A 
carpenter isa man who paints cars. 

Tea. : I don’t know what kind of 
students attend school these days. 
These neighbourhood students are 
driving me mad. 

Student 2 : Ma’m, may I give you 
the meaning of neighbour? 


50 











Tea. Yes, tell me, 
‘Student 2: Ma'm, 


he is a person who 

neighs like a 
horse. 

Tea. : What is 

the use of 

teaching such 

children even 

ite gh Tam 

id hand- 


Pi LEMS 


‘Student $ : Ma'm isn't handsome 
a person with many hands? 

‘Tea. : Ifyou study like this, I'm sure 
you will not land a job anywhere 

Student 4: But ma'm, you are so 
wrong! I'm already a watchman 
Look, isn’t my watch beautiful? (He 
shows his watch) 

Tea. : Oh god! My head is 
spinning. 1 need some pills to cure 
my headache. 

Student 5 : Ma'm, do you think a 
person who studies chemistry is a 
chemist? 

Tea. : [think I'l call the tailor and 
have your mouths stitched. 

Student 6 : Ma'm, a tailor is one 
who has many tails, Am I not right 
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PLAY 





mam? 

Tea. : I'll have you dumped 
somewhere and call the circle 
inspector to arrest me. 

Student 7 : I got it! I got it! 

Tea. : What did you get? 

Student 7 : I've understood whata 
circle inspector means, He isa person 
who draws circles. 

Tea. : I think all of you must be 
sent to hell. 

Student 8 : That'sa very good idea 
‘ma’m, To which hell station are we 
going, ma'm? 

Tea. : I haven't seen such naughty 
children in my life! 

Student 9 : Ma'm, naughty is a 
person who ties knots. Butwe haven't 
tied any knot, ma'm! 

Tea. : Ifanyone of you can give me 
the right answer to my question Ishall 
offer special prayers to god. 

‘Student 10 : How can you do that 
ma'm? Preyas is absent today. 

Tea. : Oh, god! I wouldn't wish on 
even my most bitter enemy a class 
such as this. 

‘Student 11 : Ma’m is enemy Mini's 








elder sister? 

Tea. : Ifyou don’t shut up. I'l give 
you two! 

Student 12: Oh yes ma’m. Please 
give me two more marks and I'll pass 
in english. . 

Tea. : Wait! wait! That’s enough. 

Student 13: But ma'm where's the 
weighing machine? 

Tea. : I feel like tearing my hair 
apart. 

Student 14 : But ma'm Tam not 
sad. How can I bring tears into my 
eyes? 

Tea. I think I can take no more. 

Students (in chorus) : Well ma’m, 
if you are no more will we have a 
holiday? 

Tea. : (nearly in tears) God give 
me patience. (The bell rings. The 
teacher heaves a sigh of relief as the 
children begin to chatter incessantly) 


Lalitha Ranganathan, age 15, 
Manava Bharathi, New Delhi 








/ = “3 SeRIPT-CMRLAN) . ART-OF ROY 
| Ha,Ha you 0 
\ ‘and your bag! De) | f] 
> dong 
—> ~~” 
Ss 


S 


Eh? Why did they 


run? | didn’t do. 
anything. 4 


For the time being 
can stay inside my desk, 
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c—— CREATIVE CORNER FC}, 





Things re- 
quired: 
1) Chart paper of any 
colour, 2) Pencil, 3) Plain white 
paper, 4) Water colour, 5) Gum, 
6) Scissors. 
Steps: 
1) Fold an A4 size paper to eight equal 
parts. 
2) Draw a flower on one face of the pa- 
per. 
3) Cut the flower to get eight flowers from 
one paper. 
4) Make as many flowers as you require. 
5) Colour them with suitable water col- 
ours 


6) Apply gum on the centre 
point of the backside of the ¢ ° 
ZB flower. 
A 7) Paste on the chart to 
ge make a bunch of flowers. 




























COLOUR 
COLOUR 


WHAT 
COLOUR 


hat do these colours coupled 
with the words mean? 
1) Blue blood, 2) Red admiral, 
3) White elephant, 4) Green room, 
5) To be in the pink, 6) Yellow pages, 
7) Black sheep, 8) Brown coal, 
9) Lavender water, 10) Silver lining, 
Jyoti Assudani, Age - 14, 
Ahmedabad 


QUIZ TIME 
HOW MANY YEARS? 


hat ts the life expectancy 
of 

a) Australians,b) West Ger- 
mans, ¢) North Americans -for men 
and women, d) Britons, e) Indi- 

ans, f) Ethiopians, g) Nepalese 
8. B. Shreekkanth, IX-B, 
Sir M. Venkatasubbarao School, 
Chennai 
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Satie 


My Robot Robbi 
It is a picture 
book for children 
between 8 and 12 
Everything about 
the functioning and 
applications of ro: 
bots is introduced to 
a child by a domes- 
tic robot called 
Robbi! 

How robots will 
be used to keep humans off tedious, 
monotonous and hazardous jobsis spe 
cially emphasised in the book. A cross 
word puzzle and some games testing 
‘one’s knowledge on robots brings up 
the last chapter of the book. 

Written by Dilip M. Salwi this book 
has been published by National Book 
Trust, Delhi, Itis priced Rs. 10, 


BIRTHDAY, FANTASY AND 
MYSTERY 
The following three books from 
Madhuban Educational Books, a vision 
of Vikas Publishing House PLtd., New 
Delhi make for good reading too. 
Hungama 
This picture book in the 'Read Aloud 
series is about a school boy's birthday 
party, 
itis colourtully 
illustrated by 
Dipanwvita Donde. 
It has been 
writen by Kamlesh 
Mohindra. It is 
priced Rs. 30, 











A Tractor Ride 


itis the story of a boy who enjoys a 

;ntasy ride on attractor, Hehas a number 
of adventures tll he is finally woken up 
from his dreams. His father takes him out 
(on a dream ride on the tractor. 

The story is by Leila Ekanayake 
Leila Ekanayake is a principal in a 
school in Sri Lanka. It has been ilus- 


trated by Debasish Deb. It is priced 
Rs. 30. 


‘The Hilltop Mystery 

Thisis the story of three children who 
spend their summer hols at a hil sta 
tion, The chit 
dren are 
greeted by a 
mystery sur- 
rounding their 
friend, As the 
children un- 
ravel the mys: 
tery they enjoy 
the beautiful 
sights on the 
hills 

Written by 
Deepa Agarwal, ithas been illustrated 
by Tapas Guha. Itis priced Rs, 3. 
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andhana and Sindhu were 
WV close friends. They spent 
most of their time together. 
Vandhana was intelligent, kind and 
prudent. Sindhu’s parents liked 
Vandhana very much, So much did 
they like her that any suggestion 
made by Vandhana was welcomed 
by Sindhu’s parents 
Sindhu observed that most of 
her classmates had scented eras: 
ers. Sindhu had a plain rubber. She 
wanted a scented rubber, But she 
didn't have the courage to ap- 
proach her father with her request 
She knew her father wouldn't buy 
her one because she was consid- 
ered ‘careless’ 
What's the 
matter? Why 














Sindhu told her 


are you upset?’ 
what bothered her. Vandhana 
promised to help. 

Vandhana approached Sindhu's 
parents with the suggestion. 
Sindhu got a scented rubber, 
thanks to Vandhana. But, 
Sindhu's father warned her 
that if she lost the rubber, 
he would get very angry 
indeed. 

One day, Sindhu 
wanted to use the 
scented rubber. To her dis- 

may it was not there where she 
had left it. Panic filled her 


THE LOST 


ERASER 





heart. When her father returned 
home, she slipped quietly into her 
room hoping he had not noticed 


her worried face. 
wrong? Terrified, Sindhu 
broke down and told him she had 
lost the scented rubber. 
Her father was incensed and 
beat her up. The next day Sindhu 
fell ill and did not attend school. 


er father called her and 





Vandhana found 
Sindhu in bed. 
Sindhu's mother 
sat beside her 
looking very wor- 
ried. On seeing 
Vandhana Sindhu 
poured out all that 
had happened 
Vandhana realised 
that the eraser 
must be some- 
where at home. She noticed a pile 
of unwashed clothes near the bath- 
room. Sindhu's uniform too was in 
the pile. Vandhana picked up her 
uniform and turned out the pock- 
ets. 

The scented eraser fell off from 
‘one of the pockets. Vandhana told 
Sindhu's father how she had found 
the eraser in the pocket of the uni- 
form. 

Sindhu’s father repented his 











hasty action. 
That evening after school, M. VINEET RAMESH, 
Vandhana rushed to Sindhu's Std. VI, KV, 

house. AFS, Chenn 

Maths magic 19" 98e 
magle 2) you will get pertect’ gz ‘yagi tee 

z : 

4)Find the answer squares 62=Feb=1e 
{ia “666 ‘888 
143 ‘LLL '999 ‘SSS ‘pry 

1434 5 “ee ‘222 ‘LLL (L 

14345+7 isTeMsuy 

14+34+5+7+ 9= ‘ 

143454+74941= ae 
CGHS School, 
Chennai 
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PART 
he boys were taken to a 
large quest house. The 
guest house had a swim 
ming pool, a library, a gym 


and a tennis court. 
The boys were shown their room, 
In their room was a huge four poster 
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bed. The wooden furniture in the 
room were exquisite works of crafts- 
manship. The clothes in the wardrobe 
would perfectly fit the boys. To one 
end of the room was a set of shelves 
that held a VCR, a TV set and a video 
game. 
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Anand stood tongue-tied. Bharath 
‘was still grim. Anand looked at the 
clock on the wall and then looked at 
the watch on his wrist. 

“Strange. My watch and the clock 
don't tally,” Anand said 

“Synchronise your watch,"’ 
Bharath said absently. 

“What's up? You haven't spoken 
ever since we arrived here?” 

“It’s the kidnap attempt in India 
that's bothering me,” Bharath said 











slowly. 
“You heard the emperor. It must 
have been for ransom," Anand said. 
‘But why only him?" 
‘Obviously because he is a prince." 
‘That's the point. How did the 
attacker know that Philip was a 
prince?” 


ow that you have put it that 
way, i's baffling me too. Quite 
fishy, 
‘That it certainly is, but 
“Hey!” Anand shouted and ran to 
the window, Bharath followed him and 
asked, “why did you shout like that 
“L saw someone at the window," 
Anand replied 
There's no one. 
imagining it 


You must be 





“No, I'm sure I saw someone,” 
‘Anand said and closed the curtain. 
Then he whispered, “Now keep 
talking about the attack on the prince. 
The intruder will be by our window 
hoping to overhear our conversation. 
We'll catch him then. 
Bharath began, “I don't think we 
should take the attack on the prince 
lightly.” 
“Lagree, After all not many knew 
he wasa prince before we saved him.” 
They noticed a dark form hover- 
ing behind the curtain, Bharath whis- 
pered to Anand, “continue talking.” 
‘Anand now said, “This attack could 
lead to something like....” Bharath 
slowly crept upto the french window, 
He drew apart the curtains and 
grabbed the intruder, Anand ran to 
Bharath's help. The intruder had 
covered his face with a black cloth, 
The intruder was stronger than the 
boys. He freed himself easily and 
aimed a hard blow at Anand'’s chest. 
Anand lost his balance and fell 
backwards. The intruder then fled 





harath quickly brought some ice 
and gave Anand’s bruise a cold 
compress. Anand decided to 
rest awhile while Bharath 
wandered off to the library. 

He returned to find Anand busy 
with the video game, Anand turned 
and his eyes fell on the book in 
Bharath's hand, 

“Oh, | forgot,” Bharath sai 
is a book on Mastario's history.”" 

“Ab, ha, | must read it.” 

“First tell me how you are feeling,” 

“Much better, My chest sill aches, 





“It 
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Q : Ifyou drop a blue hat into Red 
sea what will happen? 
A = twill get wet! 
we 


Q : What was Mr. Quack 
watching! 

A : Duck-umentaries. 

A. Maria Sundara, age 13, 
‘Mani HSS, Coimbatore 
—————_—_—_—__—. 
however. 

“Do you think we must tell Philip 
about this?” 

“No way. Don't ever do that." 

“too had decided not to mention 
it 

“Now for some history of 
Mastario.” 

“Ok. Listen, Mastario was till 
1902 a British colony. This stretch 
of islands now called Mastario was 
uninhabited till Britain colonised it in 
1707. When General Brook first 
landed on the main island he was 
greeted by three masts that fell off an 





oak tree. He named this place - 

“‘mast-a-trio,"” which later became 
Mastario. 

To continue. 

S. Srikanth, age 17, 

Kudremukh 
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WORM 


My elder sister always underestimates 
Sometimes, [lose my temper and yell at 
heer. She beats me. My parents also beat me. 
What should I do? 

Manish Kalkundri, age 10, 
Manjunatha Vidhyalaya, Dombivil 









Dear Manish 

You haven't mentioned how old your sis 

ter is If she is five or seven years older than 
you then she is probably ving 1 take care of 
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you. Ifo, its best t learn not to bother her 
‘She must be busy preparing for her board ex- 
‘ams. Your parents support her because she is 
probobly more mature than you are. 


Weare three sisters and often end up quar- 
relling for silly things. We try hard not to fight 
but we lose control over ourselves, We are 
loving sisters, otherwise, 














A. Lakshmi, V C, National HS for 
Calcutta. 

Dear Lakshmi, 

* Sibling rivalry is common. Learn 10 de 





commodate your sisters too. Sit alome and 
‘think rationally why you fight. You will not 
fight when you learn to reason out the cause 
(of fight. In fact, the three of you may even 
ough at how silly your fight was! 


1 am in IX standard. 1 go to school by 
ceyele. On my way to school I chant, “Con- 
‘centratein lass" to myself. But when I reach 


concen RATE. 
= 
—4 

ar 

(WD 


my class, I begin dreaming. Please help. 
Prem Kumar, age 13, Chennai. 


Dear Premkumar, 
Here's a way out, Instead of thinking 
‘about studies enjoy the passing scenery as you 
ride to school. When you reach school, your 
‘mind will automatically focus on what's hap 
pening there. You will concentrate in class 


Lama 14-year-old girl shall be appear 
ing for board exams on March 4. How should 

prepare? 
‘TA, Saisudha, Std X, SKBM, 
Sarangabad. 


Dear Saisudha, 
You must be welt into your studies by now. 
Revise your lessons thoroughly. Work out 
problems in maths over and over a 

18 is best to write out the formulae and 
paste them on your table or on the wall. Eve 
ryiday, read them atleast twice. You will not 
forget the formulae. 





Mother, mother on the wall 
Why did you disappear once for all? 


Spread your arms and touch my heart 


‘Take me with you and let’s not part. 


Let me sit on your lap 
And laugh with you and clap. 


Wipe away my tears with your hands 
‘Together we can make our future plans 


Mother, sit on a golden chariot 
‘And come back into this world. 
Teach us all the good things, 

‘And make us happy human beings 


When yt hae fr “TEANIQUE? 


ished one subject move 
to the next. Concen 
trate more on sub: 
jects you think vou 
‘are weak. Allot them 
‘more hours 

When you enter the 
‘exam hall, remember you 
are doing your best. 
Don'tkeep awake lteon 
the night before exams 
Eat well and sleep well 
Wake up bright and 
cheerful 

Be sure not to for- 
set your pens, pencils 
erasers, geometry bo, 
‘and your hall ticket. Fillinkin your pens. Take 
‘wo pens to the hall. Tell yourself 

“Lam doing my best. 

Wish you all the best. 







Love, 
Grandma Worm, 


D. Srilatha, 
SPM, Kalasala, 
Hyderabad 
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woe 


ydrogen is the first el 
ement in the periodic 
table. In the periodic 
table all elements are 
arranged according to their 
properties. Hydrogen is part of 
water where it is found along 
with oxygen. Two atoms of Hy 
drogen and one atom of oxyger 


Once betore earth had 
cooled down the earth's atmos- 
phere abounded in hydrogen. 
Sun consists mostly of helium. 
Helium is lighter than hydrogen. 








After a certain height 


oxygen 
becomes rare and there is only 





hydrogen. This is why mountain 
climbers carry oxygen with 





Hydrogen occurs freely in 
gaseous form in volcanic re: 





make a molecule of water 
(H,O). 
Granny: * Vera, Sha! a 





nice bedtime story? 


Veera: “No, Granny, not 








Granny: “Shall | sing you 
Vera: “No, thank you grandma.” 
Grandma: “What do y 

then?" 


Veera (Turning over): ~ | want 
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gions. It is also found in 
carbon compounds called or- 
ganic compounds. Hydrogen 
occurs in vast amounts in the at- 
mosphere and around 
stars. 

Hydrogen gas was first ob- 
served by Paracelsus, an alche- 
mist of Switzerland. But it was 
Cavendish, an English chemist 
who recognised that it was an 
element. It was Lavoisier, the 


HE LIGHTW 


French scientist, who gave the 
gas its name. Hydrogen means 
‘water producer 


Properties of hydrogen 
Hydrogen occurs in 
gaseous state under normal 
conditions. 
Itis 14.4 times lighter than air 
Itis the lightest element. 
It is a colourless, odourless 
gas 


It does not dissolve in water. 

It can be ignited and burnt 
That is, it is combustible. 

Hydrogen gas is used in fill- 
ing balloons. 

Balloons filled with helium 
and hydrogen stay afloat at high 
altitudes. Helium is better since 
it is non-combustible. 

Hydrogen hardens certain 
oils which are then used for pre- 


aan iS 


vanaspathi 
and margraine-products and 
also soaps. 

Hydrogen is also used as a 
fuel 

Usually hydrogen is denoted 
by the symbol H. When we refer 
to water we usually say it is 
H,0. 

S. Sudha, Std IX, 


Gurunanak MHSS, 
Chennai 
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“How many make a dozen?” 
asked the child. 

“Twelve” said the da 

“Then how many make a mil- 
lion?” 

“Very few,” The father re- 
plied. 











Anitha D’sa, Std Vil, 
St Mary's English medium school, 
Udupi 
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ow you know that land 
snails are soft bodied, 
small animals with a spiral- 
shaped shell. But poor 
Slowy never grew a shell 
The rain drenched him 
The sun scorched him. The cold 
froze him, He had to protect him: 
self from the birds or they would 
eat him up. He had to beware of 
mice, moles and other animals, lest 
they trample on him! 

He could not live under stones 
or below the leaves like other 
snails. He did not have a tough 
shell to protect his soft body! Be- 
sides the other snails teased him 
for not having a shell. Poor Slowy 
Kept to himself. He had no friends. 
Luckily he had found a hidey hole 
in a mulberry tree. He lived there 
for most part of the day. He came 
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A SHELL 
FOR 
SLOWY 


out only at night, had his meal, and 
rushed back to his hole. Life was 
dull and lonely, 

One day Slowy saw the mul- 
berry tree come to life. Thousands 
of tiny, brownish-black caterpillars 
had hatched our from their eggs! 
They were feasting on the leaves 
voraciously, Slowy was astonished 
to see them chew leaves so fast! 
They shall make the tree bare in 
no time!’ he thought to himself 
However, watching them was a 
good pastime. Suddenly he saw 
something fall down, 
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“Oh my! It is a caterpillar!” he 
cried out 

“Oh, help me. | am hurt,” the 
caterpillar was weeping. 

“Wait lam coming,” Slowy said. 


e rushed down the tree as 
fast as he could. It was a 
big risk, but he couldn't 
watch the caterpillar writhe 
in pain. 

“Can you make it to my 
hidey hole?" Slowy asked, “It's just 
up the tree, There you shall be 
sate.” 

“I doubt, My body is all bruised,” 

‘Oh my, | must act fast or a bird 
will eat us," Slowy said to himself 
He told ‘Cater’ the caterpillar to sit 
on his back. He made the trip back 
to his home with great effort. Both 
were exhausted and fell asleep 

“Who are you?" Cater asked 
when he awoke. 

“lam a snail” Slowy said and 
suddenly he felt ashamed. Cater 
looked puzzled. “Aren't you sup- 
posed to have a shell?” 





“I never grew one,” Slowy said 
ina tiny voice. 

“Oh, | am so sorry!” Cater said, 
“Thanks for saving my life. Let us 
be friends.” 

Poor Cater was unwell for a few 
days. Everyday Siowy went outside 
umpteen times and brought a few 
leaves for his hungry friend. Cater 
moulted several times. After a few 
days he began to spin a cocoon 
around himself. "May | stay in your 
home? Itis time for my long sleep.” 
Cater requested. 

“Yes, you are welcome.” 

Soon Cater went to sleep. Slowy 
looked for signs of activity but no, 
he was fast asleep 


fter a few days the cocoon 
began to tear and out 
popped a beautiful butter- 
fly 

“Where is Cater?" Slowy 
asked in dismay. 

“Ah, friend, you didn't recognise 
me? | am Cater, but now | have 
grown up and become a buttery.” 

"My, my, you are 
so handsome!” 
Slowy complimen- 
ted. 

‘Now | must go 
my friend as | am 
very hungry. But I'l 


soon return." Cater 
spread his wings 
and flew off 


Slowy once more 
became lonely. He 
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‘often thought of Cater. Two days 
passed. There was no sign of Ca- 
ter. Cater had probably forgotten 
him. Suddenly he heard the flutter 
of wings. "Hello friend." It was Ca- 
ter! 

“Hello Cater! | thought you had 
forgotten me." 

"| have good news for you 
Come, sit on my back.’ 

"Ooh, I'l fall." 

“Not if you balance yourself,” 

"Please tell me what itis." Slowy 
begged, 

“No, it's a surprise!” 

The two flew to the far end of the 
garden, There Cater landed in a 
corner. 


ook Slowy, there are so 
many empty shells lying 
in this corner. Why don't 
you try some of these. | 
am sure at least one will 
fit you snugly. Remem- 
ber to enter backwards or you'll get 
stuck.” 
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MY CLASS 


My class is very funny, 

Ithas 29 bunnies. 
Backbenchers are too naughty, 
Front benchers are too haughty. 
We do mischief together 

And get punished like no other! 
Come let's join hands 

And make others our fans. 


G. Sowmya, 
age - 12, St. Gregorios School, 
N. Delhi, 
Slowy tried out a few shells. 
Some were too small and some too 
large. His heart sank 
“Don't panic. Try the one with the 
pink top. It seems just your size,’ 
Cater suggested, Slowy reversed 
into the shell and yelled out with 
joy. "Ah, i's almost perfect. It's nice 
and tough. Its slightly loose but it 
will fit me as | grow up. 
“Oh, thank you Cater.” Tears 
began to roll down his cheeks 
‘Ah, we are friends so you need 
not thank me. | hope you are happy 
now. Now you can roam freely and 
make many friends. Good bye. 
Do visit me Cater. Good bye.” 
Now Slowy is a happy snail. He 
can roam inthe garden quite freely. 
He is no longer the odd one out. 
He is not worried about his small 
enemies. He can always retreat into 
his shell if he senses danger. He 
has many friends too. Don't you all 
feel happy for Slowy? 
Malvika Dekhane, 
Nagpur 
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CROSSWORDS SPACE SCIENCE 
Quiz 


Constantine Tsialkovsky 
(Russian) 

Neil Armstrong followed 
by Edwin Aldrin, 

Alekesey A. Leonav (on 
March 18, 1965) 

‘A dog named Laika, but 
unfortunately it died 

Col. Komerov (April 23, 
1969) 


ANIMAL Valentina Tereshkova (On 

June 16, 1963) 
PUZZLE Venus - Ill (USSR - 1966) 
Pathlinder (USA - 1997) 
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Aerophobia Dromophobia 
AE M 3 oe 
oe Hematopholda Xenophobia 
re Clanstropholda. Hydrophobia 
ws 2 Mysopholia—Theophaba 
Css hm OFT Androphoita — Pyrophobia 
uwwsv BRC toxiphobia Gyrophobia 
Mr kK ° uv 7 he 
RET VETS OL SY Pholophotie Antophoita 


Nyctophobia — Thanatophobia 


‘CAR’ PUZZLE 


Carrom, Carpet, 
Cardigan, Caray: 
Carton, Carpenter, 
Carnival, Cartoon, 
Carrot, Carcass, 
Caramel, Career 








TORTOISES.‘ 


ules and tortoises @ nd < wien 


are amphibians, 

Like the frogs found in 

the garden tortoises and 
turtles can survive both on land and 
in water. The turtles make sea their 
home while some tortoises stick to 
the lakes, ponds and rivers. 

They lay eggs and a few varieties 
of turtle feed on flesh. A majority of 
them are vegetarians, especially 
among tortoises. 

Below the hard shell covering, are 
the ribs. They are attached to the 
carapace. Since the covering is rigid, 
the tortoise has to use its limbs and 
neck for breathing. The lungs are 
not as highly developed as in human 
beings 

About 40 species of tortoises have 
been recorded by naturalists. Tor- 
toises have the longest life span 












TURTLES 


among animals. Some tortoises live 
upto 200 years. The Brazilian 
gopher tortoise is two feet long and 
lives on herbs and fruits 

Despite its tough shell, the Brazi- 
lian tortoise is an easy prey for jag- 
ars and pumas. These animals can 
easily tear the shell of the tortoise, 

Tortoises have been named 
according to the design and pattern 
of their shells. There are starred 
tortoises, leather back tortoises and 
hawksbill tortoises. 

‘Some garden tortoises survive on 
garden lettuce, grass and clover. 

Hinged tortoises are native to 
Africa. Box tortoises 
can be found in 
America, 
Terrapin : This is 
another name for tor- 
toise. Tortoises that 
frequent estuaries and 
the higher reaches of 
rivers are known as ter- 
rapins. The Iberian ter- 
rapin is rivalled only by 






the hermit crab. The 
Iberian terrapin covers 








* Some loolses weigh upto a ton 


itself with a dense growth of alga. It 
then steals on its prey, disguised as 
a rotting log, 

The turtles in the sea survive on 
jelly fish as babies, They protect 
themselves from their predators by 
hiding under floating vegetation. 
Baby turtles are an easy prey for large 
fish and sharks, 

A mother turtle reaches the shore 
and digs a deep pit to lay her eggs, 
if the mother turtle Is threatened 
she will not come ashore. Instead, 
she will wait until danger has passed 
before she lays her eggs. 

The turtles come ashore at night 
as if hoping to ward off unnecessary 
attention. Once the eggs are laid, 
they cover the eggs with sand and 
leave for the sea by another route. 

This is to ensure that the turtles’ 








eggs are not sought out by predators. 
Though the baby turtles are left 
untended, instinct leads them to 
water once they hatch, 

Some turtles are only two feet 
long but some species of turtles grow 
to about six feet in length, The 
leather back turtles grow up to six 
feet and weigh nearly a ton. 


he hawksbill turtle grows 
upto three and a half feet. Its 
shell is considered as export 


product in many countries 

With the advent of the use of 
plastic, many tortoises have died. 
Since oceans are where all waste 
products are dumped, tortoises have 
borne the brunt, 

Baby tortoises that feed on jelly 
fish have often mistaken plastic for 
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jelly fish and consumed them. Most 
tortoises found dead in sea or out of 
it are found to have plastic in their 
stomach 

Baby turtles also feed on bushes. 
‘The waste chemicals that are let out 
into the ocean get deposited on the 
bushes. 
bushes also take in poisonous and 
toxic substances. 

The fishing trawlers used to 
capture fish have often had a large 
haul of turtles. These turtles suffocate 
inthe nets, Apart from such accidents, 
poachers also don't spare turtles 
whose shells fetch handsome prices. 


hese days, however, cons 
cious efforts are being 
made to increase turtle 
population, In Mexico, even urchins 


n 





Turtles that feed on these 








*Tortoltes are becoming o rary 





‘on beaches are urged to take up a 
hunt for turtle eggs, Turtle hatchling: 
are reared by these boys who le 





to value their eco-system. 

Such boys are given prizes for 
saving the eggs and baby turtles 

In India the coasta 
Orissa a 


regions of 
» known as the turtle’s 
favourite homes, 

Like most other anir 





als turtles 
scavenge in sea and clean up the 

Even today if m 
few of the beaches for the turtles, 
they are bound to come back 

Unlike frogs, baby tortoises and 
turtles are fully grown animals when 
they hatch, 

Turtles found in river water exhibit 








can set apart a 


thinner shells than those found in 
seas and oceans, 
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jhe sixth national children’s 
cience congress was held 
thennai between Dec. 


and 31, 1998. The congress began 
with a colourful rally by the visiting 
child scientists. They delighted 
spectators by marching to the 
venue of the inaugural programme 
in their regional costumes. 

In his keynote address, Dr. MS. 
Swaminathan, Chairman, M.S 
Swaminathan Foundation, said the 
last 50 years of the 20th century 
were the years of bioscience. The 
first 50 years were the years of 
physics. 

We must learn to care for our 
natural resources. India is among 
the 12 biodiversity rich areas. India 
is home to about 1,30,000 species 
of animals, birds, trees and plants. 
He said each child could adopt 








cenciog "waste 


-ngounat ae tae 


a species and save it from extine- 
tion. Even a house garden held 
many species of insects. 


"4 





The north-eastern states and 
Kerala and the eastern ghats have 
been called *hot spot’ areas in bio- 
diversity. He said we can conserve 
our habitat by developing national 
parks, biosphere reserves and world 
heritage sites 

We could develop botanical gar- 
dens and develop a gene-bank for 
plants and animal species. Tribals 
could be taught to adopt their habi- 
tatand preserve them. In India the 
tribal families have helped to 
preserve 40,000 varieties of rice. 


LEARN 
TO 
SHARE 


Be is the foun- 









B: ion of food security 
since local communities 


* students rom Tomi Nedu a he 
Inaugural ray of Anna University 


depend on plants for food, Man 
uses 200 varieties of plants for food. 

Students from various schools 
presented models on cheap, fea- 
sible ideas for reconstructing 
nature, Students came up with 
alternative for fridges too. Using 
mud pots instead of fridges would 
reduce chloro fluro carbon emis 
sion, 





shunt wo Meghave sins vem 


a 
4 
' 


There were presentations on 
how milch animals like cows could 
be saved from dis Students 
presented models on saving water. 
on preventing malaria in slums ete 
‘They suggested models to prevent 
drinking water pollution at source 

There were models on display 
explaining the destruction of 
natural resources. Students of a 
school in Kashmir suggested using 
jute and paper instead of plastic. 
A team of young scientists from 
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Hyderabad had researched on im- 
proving the fertility of soil. Their 
results were amazing. Use of orga- 
nic manure increased the yield two- 
folds. Chemical fertilisers only 
resulted in destroying the soil. 

Students presented ideas on how 
petrol could be conserved by using 
mass transport system instead of 
States like 
Orissa and Mizoram 
dealt with their res- 
pective regional pro- 
blems. The Ridley 
turtles could make 
their home again on 
the shores of Orissa, 
one student pointed 
out, if only the 
fishing trawlers and 
the industries would 
Jet them live 











tudents of 
Mizoram 
schools ex- 
plained that the depleting forest 
cover in Mizoram was proving a 
threat to precious medicinal plants, 
Children representing Meghalaya 
came up with a perfect solution for 
reclaiming wasteland ar 
Vermicomposting was the answer to 
all depleting agricultural yeilds 
their survery indicated, they said 
Even as the congress was in pro- 
gress it was surprising the children 
of Chennai did not turn up at the 
venue in large number 


y Amataraion 
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* A udent thom Rajasthan ofthe 
cultural progremme 


The 
acted many visitors. 
amazed the visitors with th 
calculations 
The activity 
outlets for children. The magic 
corner was much enjoyed by the 
younger children. The older 
children enjoyed visiting the 
exhibits and asking their cont 
poraries questions about the 
exhibits 
ting child scientists were kept 
toes. They had cultural 


Ramanujam mi 
Childres 
ir quick 








corners were busy 


















programmes to display. They 
conferred with professorsand 
heads of departments of 
various universities in Tamil 
Nadu, 


he professors gave 
them an insight into 
their future in their 


chosen field 





Apart from all these ac 
vities there 
writing 


puzzle solving contests, 





were slogan 


essay writing and 


The TN Science Forum and 
the TN Science and Tech- 
nology department pitched in 
with their resources and made 
the congress a memorable 
School drop onts and non: 
school going children too 
participated in the 
few children from Kanche 
puram district have been adopted 
under the young scientists pro- 


pect. A 








grammes 

Despiteall out efforts to develop. 
inquiry, it 

artening to note th 


the spirit of 
dish 
few children were utilising the 
chance 


only a 


There are atleast 20 


million children in India, How- 





ever, only 600 children made it to 
Let us hope that at 
east in the coming years more 
children will participate in the 


meets, 


the congress. 
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We wanted to test your 
skill in writing a story. Brief 
and concise stories are not very 
easy to write, We received 
many entries. The stories that 
won are given here. These 
were chosen be- cause they 
have been written briefly. The 
entire story has been told, No 
detail has been missed out, 

Story writing is an art 
Writing the story briefly but 
getting the message across 
without wasting many words 
makes a story writer an 
excellent story teller, 

The winners will receive Rs. 25 
each, We thank all participants for 
their effort, 

Editor, 


The Minister 


Once tong ago, the king of Delhi 
and Jaipur required a minister. So, he 
cchose three efficient men and gave 
them ten rupees each and told them 
to use it efficiently in two years. 

The first dropped his money into a 
narrow-necked pot. The second man 
deposited it in a bank, The third man 








SHORT STORY 
CONTEST 


bought ten banana stems with it and 
planted it in his backyard. So thus, 
the third one got bananas to sell. 
When the king, after two years came 
to know about their actions he was 


most pleased with the third, He 
rewarded him, gave him the position 

of a minister and honoured him. 
M.P. Nitin Kushalappa, age 12, 
Clarence HS, Bangalore 


The Clever Jester 


The king had a jester in his court. 
Whenever the king was 
unhappy he asked the court 
jester to tell him a story that 
wouldmake him laugh, The 
jester was re- warded for his 

efforts 
One day the king asked 
the jester to come up with a 
joke. The jesterdid so. “You 
call this a joke?” the king 
1 





asked angrily, and sent him away. 
The jester went home and told his 


wife what had happened, He 
wondered where the sense of humour 
of the king had gone! 

His wife devised a plan. Accor 
dingly the next day in the court the 
jester apologised to the king and 
before anyone could react, he drove 
a knife into thé king’s stomach. The 
man on the throne was an imposter! 
The real king who was locked away 
was released and he reoccupied the 
throne. The king was pleased with 
the jester’s wife and rewarded the 
couple handsomely. 

Praveen Kumar Jha, age 10, 
Kerala Samajam Model School, 
Jamshedpur 









Brave Ramu 


Ramraj Chola ruled a small 
kingdom near Verali hills in 
Tamil Nadu, The villagers at 
the foothills of Verali were 
afraid of an imaginary demon 
who lived on the mountain, 
They believed that he devoured 
people. After eating people he 
rang.a bell. People named him 
Manikarna 

A thief on the run from police after 
stealing the huge temple bell from the 
village Went up the mountain, A tiger 
killed the thief. A few monkies that 
found the bell played with it 

People in the village heard the 
sound and believed demon Mani- 
karna had killed a man. The king 
announced a reward for killing 
Manikarna, Ramu went up the hill, 
He found monkies playing with the 
bell. He returned the next day with 
fruits and sweets for the monkies. The 
monkies feasted on fruits and sweets 
Ramu returned home with the bell, 

People believed Ramu had killed 
Manikarna anc! that they had nothing 
to fear hereafter! The king rewarded 
Ramu handsomely. 
'M, Manibalan 

Manoharan, 
Std. 1X, 
Vidhya 

Niketan, 
Dombivili 





Dear 
Manibalan, 
pl. send in your 
house address. 
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WINNERS oF 


1) K, Manjunath, age ~ 10, 

Sri Sankara Vidhyalaya, Chennai 
2) Bhavani B., age - 14 

Vani Vidyalaya, Thane 

3) R, Manju Balam, VIII B, 
Maharaja Agrasen Vidyalaya, 
4) R. Hari, age - 11, 

St. John's Church HS,, Secunderabad 
5) V: Vidhya Priya, 

IV, Samuel Harris MHSS, Chennai 
Winners chosen by 


CHECK IT OUT 





dhmedabad 
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| EpiTor, ay | 
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| NEHRU ROAD, Kf 
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6) GS. Mahesh Kumar 
IV, VBM School, Chennai 

7) Vineeta Venugopal 

VII B, Saraswati Vidhyalaya, 

Nagy 

8) B. Vaishali, age - 10, 

St. Teresa's CHS, Mumbai 

9) P. Bharath Subramanian 

VII, Sri Vidhya Mandir S&C, Salem 
10) R. Gayetr, 

VILA. DAVCPS, New Delhi 
‘Answers: 





Veena, Mirudangam, Tambura/ 
Flute/Bansuri 


date: 10 March °99, 
pon on your answer sheet. Ten win- 


ners will be chosen by lots, 
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Help this boy reach home 





Traffic Police : Why don't 
you stop when you see the 
Zebra crossing, Mr 

Driver : | am sure such 
animals should be kept in zoos 
and not on roads 





Dogtor : lake one spoon in 
the morning and one at night. 
Patient = {don't know how to 
swallow spoons doctor 

S. Maheshwari, age 14, 
Salem 
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